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Social work is a profession that applies knowledge about people and
society to help persons, groups, or communities meet a diversity of
needs, solve a wide range of problems, promote social justice, and assist
people in becoming empowered. The baccalaureate program in social
work prepares students for generalist social work practice. As beginning
professional social workers, graduates typically work in the areas of
child welfare, juvenile and adult corrections, public assistance, health
and mental health, aging domestic violence, and chemical dependency,
among others.
The undergraduate program in social work awards a Bachelor of
Science degree in Social Work and is accredited by the Council on
Social Work Education, the national accrediting agency for social work.
Accreditation standards require a solid core of courses on social welfare
issues and policies, social work practice skills, basic social science
research methods, and a broad background in the liberal arts with
special emphasis on psychology, biology, economics, politics, sociology,
organization, and diverse ethnic groups. In fulﬁlling the academic
requirements for social work, students must also uphold the values of
the profession of Social Work as expressed in the National Association of
Social Work’s Code of Ethics.
While Pennsylvania requires a master’s degree to become a licensed
social worker, some states license social workers holding a bachelor’s
degree. Since requirements vary by state, please check with the licensing
board in the state you intend to practice.

Program Learning Outcomes
The six goals of the Social Work Program are as follows:
1. To graduate students with a baccalaureate (B.S.) degree in Social
Work who are competent to begin generalist social work practice.
2. To graduate students who are well prepared to enter graduate
schools of Social Work, either directly after receiving the
undergraduate degree, or after a period of practice.
3. To contribute to the intellectual, ethical, and emotional development
of our students in order to enhance their awareness and involvement
as citizens in the broad social welfare issues of our times.
4. To sensitize students to the human condition in order that they might
develop a respect for human dignity, diversity, and freedom.
5. For students who are uncertain about a career choice, to provide a
clear and honest introduction to the responsibilities and rewards of a
Social Work career, so that they can make informed career choices.
6. To help meet the human resource needs for baccalaureate
level social workers in the diverse mix of rural, small town, and
metropolitan areas from which our students come and to which many
wish to return.

Related Links
Social Work, BS Program Page (https://www.sru.edu/academics/majorsand-minors/social-work/)
Social Work Department Page (https://www.sru.edu/academics/collegesand-departments/ches/departments/social-work/)

Professional Licensure/Certiﬁcation Page (https://www.sru.edu/
students/student-consumer-information/professional-licensures/)
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