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Graduate Coordinator
Dr. Edwin Christmann: Educational Leadership and Administration,
Doctor of Education; Teaching History, Master of Education; Teaching
Math/Science, Master of Education; Applied Research, Statistics, and
Measurement, Certificate

Dr. John Hicks: Teaching English, Master of Education

Dr. Mark Hogue: PK-12 Principal Certification, Certificate

The Department of Secondary Education/Foundations of Education is
committed to the development of professional educators through the
careful integration of theory and practice.  Moreover, it is SEFE’s position
that there is an inseparable fusion between teachers’ professional
identities and their personal identities. Teaching is a reflective process
that takes place within a diverse social, economic, political, and cultural
complex that mandates continual development of the teacher.  Since
teaching does not take place in a vacuum, it is part of our mission to
provide opportunities for the total cognitive and affective development
of our students so that they may become productive members of a
teacher/ scholar community who will conduct research and disseminate
knowledge that will enhance the education of students at all levels.

The Department of Secondary Education/Foundations of Education
offers two master of education degree programs in mathematics/science
education, social studies-history, and English education: (1) Basic and (2)
Advanced.

Degree Completion Process
There are five steps to completing a master’s degree at Slippery Rock
University. Students must:

1. obtain unconditional admission status,
2. be approved for degree candidacy (students must successfully

complete between 6 and 12 credit hours in a declared program of
study).

3. pass appropriate comprehensive examination,
4. complete research requirements,
5. complete requisite credit hours.

Note: For the basic concentration, all required sections of the Praxis
II must be completed and passed prior to enrollment in Seminar and
Supervised Student Teaching. Upon completion of these five steps, the
student will be required to apply for graduation before the end of the
semester in which he or she wishes to graduate.

The Basic Teaching Program in Secondary Mathematics/Science is a
degree designed for individuals who possess a bachelor’s degree and

appropriate coursework in mathematics or one of the sciences (biology,
chemistry, geology, or physics). Successful completion of the program
will lead to a master’s degree and can lead to state certification. It is
anticipated that students would complete the 36-semester hour program
in one calendar year of full-time study, beginning with the Summer Pre-
Session. However, students may begin the program during the fall or
spring. Students will be admitted to the program if they have:

1. an appropriate undergraduate course background;
2. an overall undergraduate grade point average (GPA) of 2.80 or

greater; and
3. GRE or MAT scores are optional. Students with course deficiencies

may be admitted to the program but will be required to remedy any
deficiencies before participation in graduate-level student teaching.

The Advanced Teaching Concentration in Secondary Mathematics/
Science is a Master of Education degree for individuals who already
possess teacher certification on mathematics or one of the sciences
(general science, biology, chemistry, geology, or physics). In addition
to core courses, these certified teaches will concentrate on individual
professional development by electing 12 semester hours of coursework
from the areas of special education, foundations of education,
administration, or instructional technology. The GPA requirement for this
program is 3.00 or greater. In addition, applicants can submit acceptable
GRE or MAT scores. For more information about either program contact
Dr. Edwin Christmann by calling (724) 738-2319.

Admissions Criteria for SEFE Graduate
Programs
Basic Concentration
To be considered for unconditional admission to the basic concentration,
all applicants must have a minimum of a bachelors degree with an
undergraduate GPA of 2.80 (on a 4.00 scale) from on accredited
institution of higher education. Finally, students who provide evidence
of meeting outcomes in educational measurement and special
education (Slippery Rock University’s (SEFE 338 and SEFE 342) will
not have to take courses in addition to the graduate program. Although
the vast majority of accepted students exceed the minimum GPA
requirements, students not meeting all these criteria may be considered
for conditional admission. Conditionally admitted students, however,
must meet all of the prescribed program requirements before conferral of
degree candidacy.

Advanced Concentration
To be considered for unconditional admission to the advanced
concentration, all applicants must have a minimum of a bachelor’s degree
with an undergraduate GPA of 3.00 (on a 4.00 scale) from an accredited
institution of higher education. In addition, teachers must submit a copy
of their teaching certificate.
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