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The Department of Elementary/Early Childhood Education’s mission
statement is aligned with and reflective of the College mission, but is
designed to specify the particular goals of the program. The goal of
the Elementary Education/Early Childhood Department is to equip our
graduates to meet the professional challenges of classrooms and school
communities for the 21st century.

The Elementary & Early Childhood Education Department offers several
options for certified teachers wishing to continue their education,
including four literacy programs and an online program focusing on
mathematics & science teaching.

Literacy Programs
Four literacy-focused graduate programs are offered. The courses for
these programs are 100% online; however, they do require some projects
and practicum hours to be completed in a K-12 school setting. Designed
specifically to meet the needs of working, professional teachers, the
programs emphasize both theory and hands-on practical experiences.
Program options include:

• Master of Education (M.Ed.) Reading Program with K-12 Reading
Specialist Certification and Instructional Coaching Endorsement

The M.Ed. Reading Program with K-12 Reading Specialist Certification
and Instructional Coaching Endorsement requires the completion
of 11 graduate courses focusing on literacy teaching strategies,
assessment, curriculum, curriculum research, and coaching. In
addition, program candidates complete a capstone project. Upon
completion of the required state assessment test(s), program
completers may apply for the K-12 Reading Specialist Certification
through the Pennsylvania Department of Education. Upon receipt
of the K-12 Reading Specialist Certification and with a minimum of
three years of teaching experience, candidates may apply to have
the Instructional Coaching/Literacy Emphasis endorsement added
to their teaching certification by PDE.  This program is designed
to prepare teachers to assume the roles of classroom teacher of
reading, diagnostic-remedial reading specialist, literacy coach,

instructional coach, Title I teacher, reading/study skills specialist,
middle school reading teacher, or reading consultant/reading
resource teacher. 
 

• Master of Education (M.Ed.) Reading Program with K-12 Reading
Specialist Certification 

The M.Ed. Reading Program with K-12 Reading Specialist Certification
requires the completion of 10 graduate courses focusing on literacy
teaching strategies, assessment, curriculum, and curriculum
research. In addition, program candidates complete a capstone
project. Upon completion of the required state assessment test(s),
program completers may apply for the K-12 Reading Specialist
Certification through the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
This program is designed to prepare teachers to assume the roles of
classroom teacher of reading, diagnostic-remedial reading specialist,
Title I reading teacher, reading/study skills specialist, middle school
reading teacher, or reading consultant/reading resource teacher.
 

• Instructional Coaching Endorsement/Literacy Emphasis

The Instructional Coaching/Literacy Emphasis Certificate program
requires the completion of four courses focusing on instructional
coaching, teacher leadership, assessment analysis and instruction,
professional development, and adult education. Applicants for
this program must already be certified reading specialists. Upon
completion of the program and three years of teaching experience,
candidates are eligible to apply to the Pennsylvania Department of
Education to have the instructional coaching endorsement added
to their current certification. This program is designed to prepare
reading specialists to fill the role of instructional coach, literacy
coach or to provide literacy-focused professional development for
teachers.
 

• Reading Specialist K-as Certification Program

The Reading Specialist K-12 Certification Program requires the
completion of 7 graduate courses focusing on literacy teaching
strategies, assessment, curriculum, research, and instructional
coaching. Upon completion of the required state assessment test(s),
program completers may apply for the K-12 reading specialist
certification though the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
This program is designed to prepare teachers to assume the roles of
classroom teacher of reading, diagnostic-remedial reading specialist,
Title I reading teacher, reading/study skills specialist, middle school
reading teacher, or reading consultant/reading resource teacher.  

Admission Requirements: Literacy Programs
In addition to the general requirements for admission to graduate studies
at SRU, applicants for the literacy graduate programs must submit the
following:

• Transcript(s) for all undergraduate and graduate work completed
prior to the application, with a minimum 3.0 undergraduate GPA are
required.

• A legible copy of the applicant’s teaching certificate must be
submitted.

• Two recommendation forms (available on the University website or
from the Graduate Admissions Office) must be submitted. Candidates
may submit one faculty recommendation and one professional
recommendation form, or two professional recommendation forms.
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• A resume indicating teaching experiences (including substitute
teaching) is required.

• Depending upon the courses completed as an undergraduate student,
candidates may be required to take courses in addition to the
required program courses, only if they are needed to meet the PDE
requirements for diversity (ELL and special education). Candidates
will be informed if they need these courses at the time that admission
to the program is offered.

• Candidates who are currently teaching in Pennsylvania schools are
not required to provide copies of state-required clearances; however,
candidates who are not employed by Pennsylvania schools at the
time of enrollment in any of the courses with in-school practicum
experiences may be required to obtain these clearances prior to
enrollment in these courses. Candidates who cannot obtain these
clearances, if required, will be unable to successfully complete the
programs. 

Applicants may be offered “conditional admission,” if the graduate
coordinator believes the applicants can be successful in the chosen
program, but, for some reason, the candidate does not meet all the
application criteria at the time the application is submitted. Conditionally
admitted applicants must have a 3.0 GPA upon the completion of the first
12 credits of coursework, and must remove any conditions prior to that
time, or they will be unable to continue in the program.

All candidates in the M.Ed. and Reading Certification programs must
apply for admission to the professional practica (program candidacy)
upon successful completion of the first five courses (15 credits) in the
program.

 M.Ed. K-8 Mathematics and Science
Education Program
The M.Ed. K-8 Mathematics and Science Education Program is designed
for certified teachers who are interested in developing understanding of
mathematics and science curricula and materials appropriate for their
classrooms. Candidates will review current research and design and
implement a research project that focuses on mathematics or science in
an appropriate setting.

Courses are offered in blocks during Summer and Winter
Terms. Candidates may enter the program during either term. The
program is composed of 30 credits. There are no electives.

All courses in this program are online. Each candidate must have a
computer with speakers and microphone to participate in the courses.

In addition to the general requirements for admission to graduate studies
at SRU, applicants for the M.Ed. K-8 Math/Sci Program must submit the
following:

• Transcript(s) for all undergraduate and graduate work completed
prior to the application, with a minimum 3.0 undergraduate GPA are
required.

• A legible copy of the applicant’s current teaching certificate must be
submitted.

• A resume indicating teaching experiences (including substitute
teaching) is required.

Applicants may be offered “conditional admission,” if the graduate
coordinator believes the applicants can be successful in the chosen
program, but, for some reason, the candidate does not meet all the
application criteria at the time the application is submitted. Conditionally

admitted applicants must have a 3.0 GPA upon the completion of the first
12 credits of coursework, and must remove any conditions prior to that
time, or they will be unable to continue in the program.

All candidates admitted to the program must apply for degree candidacy
by the time they have earned a maximum of 12 credits.


